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July 2, 1926 


UNITY AMONG PEACE FORCES 


Representatives of the most diverse points 
of view in the ce movement in this coun- 
met Bud in conference in Chicago. 
Copies of the admirable statement of prin- 
ciples agreed upon with encouraging unity 
ean be secured gratis from the World Alli- 
ance for International Friendship through 
the Churches, 70 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City. 
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Entered as second- 
class matter December 
2, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York 
N. Y., under the aet 
of March 3, 1879. 
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POLITICS — FINANCE AND ARMAMENTS 


AILLAUX has been given another 

chance. He accepted the responsi- 
bilities of Finance Minister after Poincaré 
had discreetly refused this post of danger, 
only on condition that his enemies in the 
Cabinet be replaced by his friends. He 
gems to have demanded similar condi- 
tions as affecting the Bank of France. 

M. Robineau, who as Governor opposed 
Caillaux’s schemes as Minister of Finance 
last year, has now been replaced by M. 
Moreau who, it is assumed, will be sym- 
pathetic with Caillaux’s program if indeed 
he does not take orders directly from the 
Treasurer. Moreover Caillaux demanded 
and received the title of Vice-Premier. It 
is obvious, therefore, that Briand has 
agreed to a divided leadership, which in 
view of the financial emergency makes the 
Minister of Finance the first man in 
France. 

Caillaux’s fiscal program can at pres- 
ent only be guessed at. He is not ex- 
pected to make a detailed statement until 
next week. 

The political aspects of the problem 
which he faces are even more uncertain. 
Sympathetic with Caillaux personally, the 
Left Parties tend to suspect him of lean- 
ing too heavily towards the Right in his 
fnancial convictions. The Right Parties, 
While cordially approving his unyielding 
opposition to the capital levy and similar 
fadical or socialistic proposals, have not 
forgotten the bitterness of their war-time 
attack on him as a traitor to France. 
Strengthened, however, as he is in the 
Cabinet by a Minister of War and a Min- 
ister of the Interior who are his personal 
and warm supporters, and counselled 
tgainst political indiscretions by Briand, 
the canniest of French politicians, he has 
an excellent opportunity to test his ca- 
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pacity for sagacious and daring leader- 
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French Victories 

HE French thesis is apparently win- 
ning hands down in the military 
sub-committee of the Preparatory Com- 
mission on Disarmament. First France 
gained unexpected support in listing 
every conceivable kind of resources un- 
der “potential armament,”. which is to 
be taken into consideration when mili- 
tary forces are reduced or limited. Then 
the sub-committee decided not to in- 
clude trained reserves under the term 
“peace-time effectives,” the form of 
armaments to which, in the sub-com- 
mittee’s opinion, reduction and limita- 
tion could be applied. In other words, 
according to these definitions countries 
which have conscription could have any 
number of trained reserves which would 
not be counted as part of their military 
forces, whereas their very inferiority in 
natural and industrial resources would 
be accepted as a reason for a propor- 
tionately large army. The American 
and German delegations have consist- 
ently opposed the exclusion of trained 
reserves, and will raise the question 
again in the plenary session. The 
French and their supporters have gone 
so far as to concede that trained reserves 
are theoretically capable of limitation, 
but with the emphasis on “theoretically.” 
Again, the French-Italian thesis that 
land, naval and air armaments should 
be discussed together was adopted by 
the majority of the sub-committee, in- 
stead of the American and British pro- 
posal to consider each category sepa- 
rately. The American-British point of 
view suffered a further defeat when a 
majority voted that in determining the 
comparative naval strength of different 
countries, tonnage by classes of war- 
ships is not a standard of comparison. 
The total tonnage had previously been 
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accepted as a standard of comparison. 
Limitation of tonnage by classes of war- 
ships was the principle underlying the 
Washington naval agreement. This 
principle the sub-committee has appar- 
ently repudiated. The motive behind 
the vote is this, that the countries hav- 
ing comparatively small navies wish to 
be free to concentrate all their tonnage 
on whatever branch of the navy they 
consider of especial value to themselves. 
In the case of France that means sub- 
marines, which Britain is particularly 
anxious to eliminate or at least restrict. 


It is evident that even in this technical 
sub-committee it is political considera- 
tions which carry most weight. 


Chinese Developments 

FTER nearly six weeks of over- 
whelming difficulties Dr. W. W. 
Yen, China’s Regency Premier and Act- 
ing Minister of Foreign Affairs, has re- 
signed. His cabinet had consistently de- 
clined to rise above its paper status and 
he had been conducting a one-man gov- 
ernment. Moreover, although enjoying 
the cordial support of Wu Pei-fu, he was 
apparently unable to gain more than the 
benevolent neutrality of Wu’s unnatural 
ally, Chang Tso-lin. And the troops 
which dominate Peking belong to Chang. 


The cement in the strange friendship 
between Chang and Wu is probably the 
threatening Kuominchun (national 
army) which, despite its April defeats 
and the absence of its leader, Feng Yu- 
hsiang, in Russia, lies 200,000 strong to 
the northwest of Peking. But whatever 
the cohesive, it has set sufficiently to 
bring Chang to Peking for a personal 
conference with Wu. There have been 
many wars since their last meeting, and 
the outcome will be awaited with high 
interest. Few observers, if any, however, 
feel that it will usher in unbroken peace. 

In the Customs Conference there is no 
progress and much friction. The Ameri- 
can delegation insists that the Washing- 
ton Treaty rates be made effective de- 
spite the Chinese governmental vacuum, 
and Mr. Strawn patiently states that 
no matter how long the conference lasts 
he will see it through. Japan, however, 
with her heavier economic stake, appar- 
ently favors inaction and, in accordance 
with many reports, even adjournment 
of the conference. Meanwhile there are 
no formal sessions, inasmuch as the pres- 
ent Regency government is not recog- 
nized as official. 

The Extraterritoriality Commission 
has had two consequences thus far—a 
brisk period of spring polishing of their 
judicial system by the Chinese, and 
heated public discussion in the press. 
The commissioners themselves are mute. 
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Notes 

O*% the eve of his departure for the 

Philippines as special representative 
for the President, Colonel Carmi Thomp. 
son is reported as expressing his opinion 
that the question whether it is right or 
wise for a white race to govern or contro] 
a Malay race permanently, is broader and 
more important than the question of our 
business and commercial interests in the 
Far East. It is to be hoped most earnest- 
ly that his investigation and recommenda- 
tions will be made in this spirit. 


Colonel Thompson’s mission and the 
recent increased Congressional activity 
in reference to the Philippines have stir. 
red Filipino sentiment. Mass meetings 
have already been held in Manila and are 
planned for nearly every province in pro- 
test against the Kiess and Bacon bills. 
The former would create a contingent 
fund at the disposal of the Governor Gen- 
eral,* and the latter would create a sepa- 
rate government for the Moro Islands of 
the Archipelago. 

The Wainwright Bill, requiring bi- 
ennial inspection of the government of the 
Philippine Islands by a committee of both 
Houses of Congress, was passed June 21 
by the House of Representatives. 


HAT permanency will attach to Can- 

ada’s recently-developed treaty policy 
is indicated by the adoption of a sig- 
nificant resolution by the Canadian 
House of Commons on June 22, a week be- 
fore the fall of the Mackenzie King gov- 
ernment. The resolution provides that be- 
fore His Majesty’s Canadian ministers 
advise ratification of a treaty or conven- 
tion affecting Canada, or signify accep- 
tance of any treaty, convention or agree 
ment involving military or economic sanc- 
tions, the approval of the Parliament of 
Canada shall be secured. It is now only 
a step to the position assumed by Mr. 
Arthur Meighen, the new Premier, that 
the Canadian Parliament should be con- 
sulted before declaration of war may be 
made by the Government. 


Whither Russia?—Towards Capitalism or 
Socialism, by Leon Trotsky. New York, 
International Publishers, 1926. A vig- 
orous philosophical and statistical de 
nial “that the evolution of Russian ‘pro- 
ductive forces’ is proceeding in the di- 
rection of capitalism.” 

The International Anarchy, 1904-1914, 
by G. Lowes Dickinson. New York 
and London, The Century Company, 
1926. A brilliant study, suggestive and 
valuable for anyone interested in more 
nearly understanding the genesis of 
the War and the difficulties of maintain- 
ing peace. 
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